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The RUNX1 Research Program Quarterly Newsletter 

Dear Friends,


It has been a busy but exciting few months for the RUNX1 Research Program (RRP).  After a lengthy 
search process, we are pleased to announce that we found the ideal Executive Director for our 
program in Dr. Katrin Ericson, and that she joined our team in October.  In the last several weeks of 
working with Dr. Ericson, we feel confident that we found the best candidate for the role, and that 
her abilities and experience are the right combination to drive our program closer to realizing a 
therapeutic option for RUNX1-FPD patients.  We recently changed our website domain and email 
addresses, and have been in the midst of a successful digital marketing effort to increase 
awareness of the foundation and our disorder.  In early November we hosted our second annual 
scientific meeting here in Santa Barbara, and we would like to share a few of the takeaways from 
that very successful conference with you.  


New Executive Director 

The RRP’s mission to identify a therapy for RUNX1-FPD patients that will 
prevent the transition to leukemia involves:  (1) patient advocacy, (2) mission-
targeted research, and (3) increasing public awareness of the disorder.  As the 
Executive Director, Dr. Ericson will lead the development and execution of our 
strategic vision, in alignment with our mission. 


Dr. Ericson brings to the Foundation a diverse set of experiences that span 
multiple sectors of the scientific and medical landscape.  Most recently, she was 
at Amgen working in the Medical Affairs department for close to 8 years.  During 
her time there she worked in multiple therapeutic areas but primarily in 
Oncology.  She was part of both drug development and commercialization 
processes from early stage products in Phase 1 and 2 clinical trials through late 
stage and beyond to approved/marketed products.  Prior to Amgen, she was at 
the Prostate Cancer Foundation (PCF), where she managed their multi-million 
dollar scientific awards program.  Before joining PCF, Dr. Ericson completed her 
Ph.D. training at UCLA under the mentorship of Dr. Hanna Mikkola.  Her thesis 

work focused on the hemogenic endothelium during embryonic development.  Her research 
evaluated both the cellular and molecular factors that contribute to hematopoietic stem cell 
generation and expansion.  Interestingly, she used mouse models that tracked the expression of the 
RUNX1 gene to identify the hemogenic endothelium.  Coming to the RUNX1 Research Program has 
therefore brought her full circle.


“My return to hematology has rekindled my passion for this area of research, and I hope to 
make a real and lasting impact on patients with RUNX1-FPD.”  


- Dr. Katrin Ericson, Executive Director, RRP
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Outside of her work at the Foundation, Dr. Ericson enjoys her weekends with her husband and two 
sons outdoors at the beach or on the trails in Santa Barbara.  Please join us in welcoming Dr. Katrin 
Ericson, and feel free to reach out to her regarding any questions you may have about the RRP.  She 
can be reached by email at:  kericson@runx1-fpd.org.  


RUNX1-FPD and runx1-fpd.org 

As a 501(c)3 non-profit, it has always been important to us to have a .org website address.  
Although www.runx1.com will continue to take you to us, we are pleased to announce that:


our new website address, effective immediately, is:  www.runx1-fpd.org 

Although our disorder has had many names past and present and across the world, including FPD-
MM (familial platelet disorder with a predisposition to myeloid malignancies) and more commonly 
FPD/AML (because it was thought that the disorder only led to acute myeloid leukemia), it is now 
understood that having a germline RUNX1 mutation predisposes to multiple types of acute 
leukemias, and hence a more accurate name for the disorder is RUNX1-FPD.  Our new domain 
name will therefore be aligned with our disorder’s name, and our email addresses have changed to 
reflect this.  Therefore, Tim is tbabich@runx1-fpd.org and Monica is mbabich@runx1-fpd.org.  Our 
old addresses will automatically forward for the foreseeable future.


Digital Marketing Campaign 

Over the last few months we have been in the midst of a digital marketing campaign to increase 
general awareness of the disorder and to connect with more patients.  The results have been very 
promising, and we have seen a dramatic increase in our facebook likes and follows, our newsletter 
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sign-ups, and, most importantly, in the number of patients and clinicians of RUNX1-FPD patients 
reaching out to us directly.  Please help us keep spreading the word by forwarding people to our 
website, www.runx-fpd.org, facebook site, https://www.facebook.com/fpdaml/, and RareConnect 
site, https://www.rareconnect.org/en/community/runx1-fpd-aml.  


Second Annual Scientific Meeting 

From November 4th through November 6th, 2018, 
35 scientists and clinicians from around the world 
converged in Santa Barbara to discuss the latest 
research on RUNX1-FPD.  People flew in from 
Europe, Australia, and across the US, and there was 
representation from academia, non-profit, industry 
and government organizations.  Many of the 
attendees were RRP grant recipients who were 
asked to present on their research progress.  
Discussions focused on the following topic areas of 
interest, (1) developing preclinical disease models, 
(2) genomic sequencing and phenotypic analyses of 
RUNX1-FPD patients, (3) therapeutic targeting of 
RUNX1 and (4) the link between clonal 
hematopoiesis and RUNX1-FPD. 


Overall, it was clear 
that the team our RUNX1 Research Program (RRP) had brought 
together was committed to solving the most critical problems to 
better understand how RUNX1-FPD predisposes to leukemia.  
During the sessions, attendees asked questions, provided 
constructive feedback and brainstormed on how to solve research 
challenges.  Additionally, presenters frequently highlighted the 
collaborations that had formed between grantees.  We witnessed 
new collaborations being forged during the three day meeting, and 
this familial atmosphere of being "all on the same team” was 
palpable and encouraging to us.


In order to ensure that we build on our successes and improve 
wherever necessary we are speaking with each attendee individually 
to discuss his or her feedback and insights as a result of the 
meeting.   Look out for more information regarding our annual 
conference on our website and upcoming newsletters. 


The NIH RUNX1-FPD Clinical Research Center and Study 

There have been a lot of questions about when the NIH’s longitudinal 
sequencing and natural history Clinic and Study will go live from both 

interested patients and clinicians:  https://runx1-fpd.org/research/nih-runx1-fpd-clinical-research-
center-and-study/.  The NIH is still finalizing internal details, but we expect things will be up and 
running the first half of 2019.  We will be the first to let you know when!  Stay tuned, and thanks for 
following our progress.


The RUNX1 Research Program Team
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RRP 2nd Annual Scientific Meeting 
Santa Barbara, California

Dr. Nancy Speck, Dr. Anupriya 
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